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Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 and Mark 12:38-44

Unless Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan awakens from his cosmameone discovers some of his writings
or the blog purported to be his proves to indeedibeompositions, we may never know the
motives behind the rampage that unfolded at Foddzarlier this week. People may draw
conclusions from his past acts, from what he sadidn't say to others or from his behavior in
the last weeks leading to what we understand whs todeployment to Afghanistan. There are
those, of course, who have already made up theid s to his purposes because of his
Palestinian background and the fact he considaregetf a devout Muslim. Compounding the
horror is the fact that while we know most Musliare peace loving people, that affirmation
does not resonate with so many people determinedstosuspicion on an entire group because
of the extremism or idiocy of some.

We may never know or fully understand the motivesd ted to Maj. Hasan's apparent acts of
murder and mayhem. Frankly, that begs a more prafguestion, as to whether we ever fully
understand the motives behind any other persohaviom ... or whether we always understand
what prompts us to do whatever we do in a givarasin.

Clearly, when I chose a title for this morning'snsen back in October that it might be printed in
the "Chimes" as part of the month’s worship scheduly ideas about motives and the rationales
behind them were based on the two readings Dirgtlsfuared so that we might reflect on the
loving, giving and self-sacrificing motives of twmeomen - and how their motives might serve as
examples for us to celebrate and mirror as faithédple of God.

As brief as is the Book of Ruth, it presents a nendj interesting themes and motifs that speak
to us in the here and now. As ever, Scriptureth timeless and timely! In short, a man by the
name of Elimelech, his Moabite wife, Naomi, anditto sons leave their home in Judah
during a famine and seek refuge in Naomi’s natarel| Moab. The two sons marry Moabite
women. Tragedy strikes. All three men die. Nadetermines to return to Judah and fuly
expects to go back alone. One daughter-in-lawal@rpemains in Moab. There is no reason to
find fault with Orpah's motives. Moab is, aftel, dler home. Ruth, on the other hand, shows
unexpected devotion to this now bereft-of-all-famloman, her mother-in-law, Naomi. Ruth's
compassion and determination are apparently justapd parcel of her soul - and in what many
consider the most ringing words in that "little"dboof the Old Testament, Ruth pours out her
words of love and grace with poignancy:

Do not press me to leave you or to turn back frollowing you!
Where you go, | will go; where you lodge, | willdge;
your people shall be my people; and your God my.God



Ruth's motives appear to be heartfelt. As theakste story unfolds, we are presented with
additional evidence that she is self-less, bowteéowishes of others, and is one of those
wonderful human beings who goes about her lifeumble, giving and modest ways. What
makes her life so important in the annals of Jeiagh and history is that she is the great-
grandmother of David. Indeed, for those Jews wigavgo insist that the only "good" Jew was
someone who was 100% Jewish and of an unblemisimeiti/fline, the story of Ruth is a firm
reminder that part of David's family tree had mitv@n a few scarred “knots" in it and that any
claim to the contrary fell short of the truth. Notidentally, when one reads Jesus' genealogy as
found in the first chapter of Matthew, the "casthéracters"” includes some rather interesting
personages whose behavior included incest, prostittadultery, murder, political intrigue ...
ah, the pervasiveness of human failings! In tHosg-two generations from Abraham to Jesus
as found in the Gospel of Matthew, it is David whios the dubious “award” for three of those
sins - adultery with Bathsheba, the murder of hesbland, Uriah, and political intrigue before,
during and after his reign as the second King r&dks

To the degree that Ruth is a named, identifialodeiré in religious history whose motives are so
worthy of note, the opposite is true of another \@arwhose motives were worthy of mention by
none other than Jesus of Nazareth but who is anoaymThis woman is the epitome people
who go about their lives in humble, gracious, givin. and ... just to underscore the concluding
theme ... thankful ways. The poor widow who gawetivo coins despite the real possibility that
they were all she had ... this poor widow whoseéngiwas observed by Jesus and the disciples ...
never knew she was being watched, much less teatghld be become a living lesson about
motives, giving, faithfulness, dedication and seevi Oh, the wealthy person, who wanted to be
observed by his neighbors, friends and fellow eitiz, the man who put a great deal of money
into the treasury didn't know he was the objeciexfus’ lesson either - but the point is that what
we do, how we do it, and to the extent that we latwve do for the sake of our ego or our sense
of self or how others will view us — perhaps wed&eremember that it is hard to hide motives
that are less than pure, less than that of Gosl thes that of the truly faithful.

Until the killing at Fort Hood at the end of the ekegpushed the credulity meter beyond the
imagination, the story that caught my eye was dfitte couple in Arizona, Keith and Stacey
King, who, over a period of who knows how long, kel away with something approaching
1,000 bags of luggage from the airport in Phoefikat caught my eye because a year ago June,
Sally and | flew through that airport on our wawisit her brother's family in Tucson. This
instance requires no speculation. The motiveimitistance was “simple” theft. Neighbors to
the King family report they thought it interestihgw the King family was able to have so many
garage sales - but the arrogance, avarice, gréadler this week, that seemed to be the timely
example of less than pure motives - until Maj. haisenaged to put a story about stolen
suitcases (and how many prescription bottles wetkdse suitcases - medicines we can assume
were important to a large number of persons) - et story went to the proverbial “back
burner.”

When it comes to what motivates humans, we neé&mbtoat the whole spectrum — from the
comparatively mundane and pedestrian to the horfifom the unusual to the commonplace —
and recognize how humans with their unfetteredrdeSupposeceeds and on occasion selfish
motivations drive them (us) to do — whatever. Whe&omes to Ruth and the unnamed widow
in our reading from the Gospel of Mark, tteasontheir motives were more pure is that it



apparently never occurred to either of those twitekthatheywere the center of their universe.
Indeed, as persons of faith, it never occurrethéont that anything other than the Creating,
Redeeming and Empowering God was most importanaatite center of their being. Their
motives were admirable because they were direaitdgland — away from self. But there is far
more to this than a matter of perspective.

Neither woman was wealthy. Both women experiertessl than ideal circumstances in their
lives. We know Ruth was a young widow. We havedaa how long the anonymous woman
was widowed. We do know that in that day and smbge widowed often put one lower on both
the economic and social ladders of the time. Aowid future was dependent either on finding
another husband or on the largess of the religgousmunity. And, when it comes to the
religious community, ... maybe you didn’t catch tigngficance in the first part of the reading
from Mark — | read it again:

Jesus said, "Watch out for the teachers of the Tdaey like to walk around in flowing robes
and be greeted in the marketplaces, and have teeimportant seats in the synagogues and
the places of honor at banquélthey devour widows' housasd for a show make lengthy
prayers. ...

Great! In other words, in addition to the econositoation brought about by the death of their
husbands, widows could count on being victimizedhgyvery people one would expect would
help them! Nevertheless, despite their less ttaalilot in life, we have every reason to believe
these two women went about their daily routine whidnkfulhearts, with a life marked by
thanksgiving Oh, | don’'t mean they smiled if not danced tlgiothe hours of their days
undoubtedly marked by a hard routine if not drugtgéfro live in a way and manner marked by
thankfulness to God for some of the simpler blegsof life does not come about because life is
necessarily blissful, but from knowing, no mattar oircumstances, that each of us belongs to
God, are made in the image of our Creator. Thaméhat we are to be ever about doing God’s
business here on earth, finding ways, even in #nddr moments, to be creative, redemptive and
empowering. Yes, those words, spelled with capetéérs, may be how we speak of our God —
but they are also part and parcel of who and wbatand | are called to be and do — to, no
matter what, be bearers of the good news of Gad's for all people, to find ways to redeem all
that is broken, all that is in need of reconcibator in need to reclamation, from broken
relationships to broken hearts, from embracingeheso know grief or hurt or depression or
loss to loving the earth and all of the resourbesdin, to finding ways by which our motives are
defined by what is loving, peaceable, hopeful, ignas; good and worthy.

There will be plenty of times to sit back and panithe motives of the Maj. Hasans of the world
who use weaponry to affront our senses or KeithStadey King of Arizona and their theft of
nearly a thousand suitcases who bring shame toaime of humanity. This morning is a time to
name those ill conceived motives and then celelthatalternative that shouts to us from across
the ages — the motives of two widows, one namedaecanonymous — who give evidence of a
different path, one that mirrors the good newswf®od as expressed most perfectly in Jesus of
Nazareth. It is from Ruth, the unnamed widow a@&lid | choose to take my cues. It is from
them we learn of better motives, a better way afidheand how we might bring honor to human
life — especially when it mirrors the ways of ounds

Amen.



